
BUDGET SUBMISSION TO THE  
MACEDON RANGES SHIRE COUNCIL  
FROM THE MACEDON RANGES  
GREEN ENERGY COALITION.

This submission is supported by the following groups:

The Kyneton Transition Hub
The Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group
The Riddle Transition Hub

The Macedon Ranges Shire Council Clean Energy Petition has now gathered over 
three thousand signatures. Most people we speak to, while we are out and about  
with the petition, are in favour of some decisive leadership from our local council as 
we all start the urgent move to using renewable energy.

The council should be well aware of the action residents are asking to be undertaken. 
The Green Energy Coalition had a meeting with council officers, as long ago, as last 
November where the petition contents and aspirations were canvassed. We also wrote 
to all Councillors individually on February 2nd this year informing them about a roof 
top solar feasibility study we were undertaking in relation to Section 3 of the petition. 

The wording of the whole petition is as follows: 
To the Macedon Ranges Shire Councillors; The threat of climate change requires 
effective government action at all levels. The undersigned are requesting that the 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council recognise their responsibility in this urgent task.

We, the undersigned, therefore ask the Council to make formal and binding  
commitments to:
1. producing a “road map” for Council carbon neutrality by December 2015;
2. becoming a carbon neutral organisation by 2020; and
3.  purchasing and/or producing 50% of all Council’s electrical supply from  

renewable sources by 2015 and 100% by 2016, including, but not limited to, 
installing solar panels on Council buildings.

Section 3 of the petition states:
that we, the undersigned.....ask the council to make formal and binding commitments 
to purchasing and/or producing 50% of all Council’s electricity supply from renewable 
sources by 2015 and 100% by 2016, including, but not limited to, installing solar 
panels on Council buildings.



Our budget submission targets section three of the petition. We have now completed 
the feasibility studies in relation to roof top solar on the Council’s five main assets.
1. Kyneton Shire Offices
2. Gisborne Shire Offices
3. Kyneton Aquatic Centre
4. Gisborne Aquatic Centre
5. Kyneton Depot

Our feasibility reports show that the council should turn to roof top solar to cover 
their daytime electricity use. The installation loans could be paid down by savings in 
existing electricity expenditure. After the payback period, the considerable savings 
would then be available for other measures designed to help the council embrace 
carbon neutrality. On top of this advantage,immediately the panels are installed, 
there would be a reduction of carbon emissions associated with the shift away from 
coal generated electricity, to renewable power. According to the estimate from our 
study, this initiative would increase council debt by less than one million dollars.  
It must be stressed though, that the service of the debt would have no impact on 
rate monies. The debt would be serviced and paid off by off-set savings from  
the existing budget expenditure for electricity. 

We ask the council to:
•	 	Pass	a	motion	which	will	enable	a	maximum	loan	of	one	million	dollars	to	be	a	

negotiated by the council so that tenders can be put in place for the installation  
of solar panels on council assets which have high daytime electricity use. 

•	 	Pass	a	motion	which	will	enable	the	development	of	a	strategy	to	make	the	council	
a carbon neutral organisation by 2020. This strategy, once it is formulated, can 
then be incorporated into the council planning mechanisms. 
(Section 2 of the Clean Energy Petition).

These aspirations are certainly in concert with the Council Plan 2013-17 which  
states that:
 
“We recognise we need a Council and an organisation that acts in the interests of  
the community now and into the future. We have developed a plan that aims to  
pro actively engage and demonstrate accountability to the community; deliver fair 
and open decision-making; and provide quality and efficient services that meet 
community needs. We recognise we must lead and advocate in the best interests of 
our community and will bring to the community of Macedon Ranges Shire benefits 
that build and enhance life over the next four years and onwards to 2040.”

The community is ready and willing to assist the council in these endeavours.  
With proactive leadership from our local council, our region could become a 
stand out example of grass-roots action to tackle global warming. 


